
The results of 
BLI’s test showed 
that the Xerox® 
cartridges were 
superior to those 
from Ninestar 
overall.

Xerox® Toner Cartridge  
for HP® P1606 versus Ninestar

HP P1606  |  BLI Report Summary

Poor Ninestar Performance

Low Yield
• Produced 240 pages fewer 

(12% less)* than Xerox®  
cartridges for HP.

Poor Print Quality
• Out of nine cartridges 

tested, all had significant 
print quality defects.

• Pages consistently  
appeared “dirty”.

 − Repetitive spots and  
excessive toner down  
right and left page sides.

*Based on ISO 90% LCB calculation. This 
accounts for variations in yields across the nine 
cartridges and, therefore, is more accurate than 
simply averaging the results of all cartridges; it 
represents a yield that can be expected to be 
achieved or exceeded with 90% confidence.



Xerox Corporation commissioned Buyers Laboratory (BLI) to conduct an 
independent comparative lab evaluation of Ninestar brand cartridges and 
Xerox® cartridges for the HP® P1606. 

The High Cost of Bargain Brands 
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Xerox was clearly superior with 
no failures whatsoever.
Xerox® cartridges produced image quality 
that was acceptable for external use, meaning 
the print samples were virtually flawless and 
suitable for all applications, whether within an 
organization or within client organizations.

Measuring the Real Value— 
Ninestar versus Xerox
Based on the results of BLI’s testing, it’s clear 
that Ninestar cartridges deliver less.

• Fewer printed pages

• Low quality output

As a result, they’re likely to cost you far more 
in the end.

Fewer Printed Pages 
Results from BLI’s testing showed Ninestar 
cartridges came up well short in page yield, 
12%—some 240 pages—less than the Xerox® 
cartridges. This ISO 90% LCB measurement 
represents a yield that can be expected with 
a confidence interval of 90%. Worse, the 
Ninestar cartridges failed to meet their rated 
yield by 343 pages. 

Poor Print Quality
Output from Ninestar cartridges, according 
to BLI, exhibited multiple and significant print 
quality defects, such as repetitive spots and 
extraneous toner down the right and left  
side of the pages, giving the pages a  
“dirty” appearance.

BLI deemed output from Ninestar cartridges 
to be acceptable only for “individual use,” 
meaning that the print samples have 
significant defects (such as backgrounding 
and spotting) but are still usable by the 
individual who created them. 

Ninestar Cartridges— 
Not Suitable for Internal or  
External Use
Ninestar output, according to BLI, was not 
suitable for external use (for instance, in a 
customer presentation), or even internal use 
within an individual’s own organization.

Compared to the 100% print quality defects 
of the Ninestar cartridges, the Xerox® 
cartridges for the HP P1606 exhibited far 
superior print quality characteristics. 

Xerox® cartridges, according to BLI,  
deliver more.

• Higher page yields

• Superior print quality suitable for sharing 
with any audience

In the end, the overall performance of 
Xerox® cartridges is much higher than 
Ninestar, and the total cost is much lower.


